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Bigger Whole Foods
near North-Clybourn

Whole Foods plans to open
what could be one of its biggest
stores in the U.S. in the shopping
district at North and Clybourn
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Where Chicago plays in winter

ESCAPES from Page 27

Sox hrst baseman Paul Konerko
have homes in the area. With golt
courses designed by players Phil
Mickelson and Jack Nicklaus and
architect Tom Fazio, the area at-
tracts pro tour play-

ers and is known as a
golling mecca. There
are also enough high-
level accommoda-
tions built around
stunning courses to
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One of the first was Jack
Rooney, president and CEQ of
Chicago-based U.S. Cellular Corp.,
who started going to Scottsdale in
1989 and introduced company ex-
ecutives and a contingent from the
Bloomingdale-based retail division
of Bridgestone Corp. to the area.
“Ie*s very Midwestern in s fla-
vor,” he says. “Many people come
from Chicago.”

Another early arrival was part-
time¢ North Shore resident Steve
Davis. The attorney boughr a
house in 1989 ar Desert High-
lands, one of the first upper-end
developments to break ground in
the area. Mr. Davis, now retired,
has seen a variety of Chicago
compatriots follow.

“These are senior execurves in
companies or owner-operatcd
businesses,” he says. “Lots of peo-
ple in real estate development or
manufacturing or insurance serv-
ices—they can function fairly well
out here with their BlackBerrys.”

To transplant some Chicago
arts and philanthropic spirit, Mr.
Davis, along with now-retired
Chicago businessman Howard
Hirsch, organized a group of
civic-minded people into the Five
Arts Circle to help support causes
including the Phoenix Symphony.
“We came out here and found
that you could raise a lot of mon-
¢y to build a stadium, but to do it
for the symphony or ballet was
tough,” Mr. Davis says. “People
weren't supporting it here be-
cause they already did from the
places they came from.™

Also drawing executives with an
eve on the bottom line is the real
estate market. At developments
like Scottsdale’s Estancia Club,
property values have hiked signifi-
cantly, says Mike Meld-

The fifth fairway sits amid the desert mountains at Scottsdale’s Estancia Club.
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Though almost every parcel has
now been built on, today an empty
one might go for $600,000.

Earl Rusnak Jr., founding part-
ner of Chicago-based money
management firm Harris Associ-
ates L.P., i5 a member at the
Mirabel Club and spends six
months a year ar his Arizona
house. The other six, he's in a
condo at the Park Hyart in Chica-
go, where he’s still active with the
[:hi..,;:l.gu Hp‘luphuu} Orchestra’s
ExXeCunve l-,.l.l‘lll[]l:i[[‘l.'l'.'.

He bought twao lots in Scotts-
dale for around $1 million, and
builders just finished his house.
“We came out here back in 2001
and stayed at the Ritz,” he says.
“We found this ad for Mirabel in
the Wall Street Journal, saw some
property and bought it that day.
We've never looked back.™

MNAPLES

This Florida beach town could
be thought of as a posh, very far
south suburb of Chicago. And
the transplants don't seal them-
selves off in their penthouse con-
dos: There's a thriving social
scene among Chicago-area es-
capees.

man, whose San Francis-
co-based development
Land

tirm, Discovery

Co., conceived of the |G ;

club. When it opened 10
years ago, a typical Es-
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['wo years ago, North
Shore residents Lon
Glartly and  her  hus-
band, Craig, bought a
condo right on the wa-
ter. They try to head
down ar least once a
month., And they
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North Shore residents Craig and Lori Glattly golf in Maples.

aren’t alone.
“We have so

many friends
there, which I
love—l acrually

probably socialize
more there than
here,” Ms. Glatly
says. Last spring
break, the cou-
ple—she’s a sales
associate in  the
Lake Forest office
of Koenig & Strey
GMAC Real Es-
tate: he owns
Salem Capital

Grroup Ine, in Bannockburn—
hosted a party in Naples for
abour 100 guests. “They were al-
most all from Lake Forest,™ Ms.
Glattly says. One likely difference
from the cocktail-party conversa-
tion back home: “We talk about
the great weather.”
Two dozen of Ms.

features an array of single-family
homes and yacht slips in easy
cruising distance to the Gulf of
Mexico. Posh clubs include the
ironically named Hole in the
Wall, Hideout and Royal Poin-
ciana golf clubs. “You put your
name on the (waiting) list when
yvou're 40, and you get in when
you're 60,” says one abserver.

Margaret and John Comer, for-
mer health care administrators
'q]l'|l._‘| recent retirees, 1’:-|ln.']'|.1~'.l.'-‘j a
Naples condo three-quarters of a
mile from the beach and come
from their Morth Side home o
Florida tor months ar a nme.
“We go down in October, come
back for Thanksgiving and
Christmas, and rhen go down
from January to the end of May,”
Ms. Comer says.

Recently, the Comers ran into
someone they recognized ar Wal-
greens: a neighbor from their
block at home.

“There are a
here,” she says.

lor of us our

PLAYA DEL CARMEN

On the eastern tip of Mexico
right on the Gulf, Playa has five
shades of blue warer and a grow-
ing number of Chicagoans, par-
'[i.l;_'ulﬂrl!-' frUl[I IE'H.,' restaurant -".I:Id
nightclub industries, pursuing la
vida loca.

A galvanizing force is Mr.
Doody, the tormer PR exec and
talent booker who has worked
for nearly every nightclub in
Chicago, including

Glattly’s North Shore
Pl"':l"l{' ||..|'|"| £ h'.li'l'“.':';- i|'| th.t'

tony Florida town, many |, MEXICO
valued at berween “$1
and $8 million,” she B Gy,

says. Orthers own condos
thar might run be-
tween  $700,000
and 53 million.

A spokesman for
the Naples, Marco
Island and Ever-
glades Convennon
and Visitors Bureau
says about 18% of
the area’s 1.5 mil-
lion annual visitors
are from the Mid-
west, the vast ma-
jority of those from
Chicago, with a
median annuval in-
come of $120,000. The area has
more than 90 golf courses, includ-
ing Tiburdn, a PGA tour stop.

The city has more corporate
executives as part-time residents
than any other place in the coun-
try, according to the Naples
Chamber of Commerce. One
Chicagoan with a home in the
area says winter brings a sizeable
representation of executives from
Northfield-based Kraft Foods
Inc. and Itasca-based insurance
broker Arthur |. Gallagher & Co.
And it's always been big with
telecoms. “NMNaples became the
nesting place for AT&T and for
mer Bell executives,™ says U.S.
Cellular’s Mr. Rooney. “They all
tended to go down there and
maintain their relationships.”

Communities that serve as
stamping grounds for Chicago-
arca executives include Pelican
Bay, a somewhat sprawling
oceanfront community, and the
very exclusive neighborhood of
Port Royal farther south, which

_] Neo, Limelight and
Metro, Mr. I.'I'um|_1.' and
his wike, Pamela

: = he
_PHIH Robins, now run the
(ameng] Plue Parror, a beach-

front hotel, along with

Pamela Robins and Tom Doody draw visitors to Playa.

the restaurant Playasia and sever-
al other properties.

“Because we know so many
people in Chicago, we're good
validators of the area,” says Mr.
Doody. “Restaurant and bar own-
ers come down here,” including
Dion Antic, owner of Iggy’s and
Harry's Velvet Room.

Ted Widen, publisher of Scene
Magazine, typically heads down
there every January. Two years
ago, he saw two people he knew
there. *Last year,” he says, “I
saw 50."

Playa has a more cosmopolitan
feel than the Americanized Can-
can nearby, but no shortage of
laid-back partying and other ac-
tivities tor frazeled business types.

“*Coming out of a fast-paced
business environment in Chicago,
you want to relax—but after a
couple of days, you look around
for something to do,” says Mr.
Doody.
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INSIDE
Bears market

Team gets
big bangs
for few bucks.
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Speed reader

A farmer dociementary film-
maker, Russell R. Wasendorf 5r.,
57, is chatrman and CEQ of
Peregrine Financial Group [nc.,
g Chicago-based futitres bro-
kerage firm. Mr. Wasendor( is
author of six books on trading
and ownms Aller’s New Ameri-
can Cafe in River North, where
fris “Food for Thought™ series
of photographs is on display.
His sources:

Wakes at midnighr and 3 a.m.
to check Asian and European
commodity markets and head
lines at Bloomberg.com. “Some
of the greatest calamities affect-
m l_Lr‘ I IiI:I"Z.L"“\ CRoCur 'i.||.||':-i'|.1L'. [l'l'i."
U.S. night, like the London sub-
way bombings.”

Up for good
at 4 o 4:30
a.m, 1o carch
financial
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CMNBC and MSNBC. “1 just read
CNN headlines. It is not a good
source. It has a very liberal view
of the news, Jane Fondz- and
Ted Turner-influenced.™

Ar the office, reads Wall Street
Journal and Barron’s online.
Accesses histonical data trom
the Federal Reserve Archival
System for Economic Research
(fraser.stlomsfed.org), where
he scans Business Conditions
Digest; also, the Federal Re-
serve Board (www.federalre-
serve.gov) and the ULS. Depart-
| ment of the Treasury (www.us-
treas.gov),

On a second computer, he
monitors “millisecond by mil-

lisecond™

stock
market

quotes from Dowlones.com,
NY5E.com, Nasdag.com and
CME.com. “Dow Jones really
gives cutting-edge information.”

“I still don’t have a *CrackBer-
ry,  slang tor an addictive
BlackBerry. Uses cell phone sur-
reputiously o check markers
and news during meetings.

A marathon run-
ner, he's rereading
“Younger Next
Year" by Chnis
Crowley and Dr.
Henry 5. Lodge.
Listens to nothing
during daily 6-mile jog. “Jog-
ging 15 a spiritual expenience. |
let my mind wander.”

Laura Bianchi




